
       February 21, 2004 
 
 
Dear Nelson Common Mailbox Holder, 
  
 This letter is in regard to the decrepit state of the structure presently holding our mailboxes. My 
name is Christopher Giacomo and I am a Life Scout in Nelson Boy Scout Troop 530.  For my Eagle 
project, I plan to replace the present structure with an almost identical, but sturdier and better-looking new 
structure.  
 This task is necessary if we are to continue receiving mail in the same fashion as we are presently 
accustomed.  Federal law D041 section 2.6 states that, “The post or other support for a curbside mailbox 
must be neat and of adequate strength and size.”  In addition, boxes must be sturdy, and free of rust.  The 
existing structure leans backward at a precarious angle, the support planks for the boxes are bowed from 
many years of use, nearly one-third of the boxes are rusted through, and the cedar shakes on the roof are 
decaying and falling off.  In short, besides detracting from the town common’s quaint appearance, the 
current structure stands in violation of the law, as well in danger of collapsing. I am not trying to change 
the look of the village, but simply offering to provide the village with a sturdier structure.  
 I plan to tear down the existing structure, build a new structure to accommodate new boxes, add 
an enclosed cubby-like space for large packages, purchase new mailboxes, label all boxes in accordance 
with federal regulations and the newly instituted 9-1-1 numbering system, and build a small kiosk on the 
side of the structure for public announcements and fliers. The new structure will be painted white as 
before, and the roof will be covered with cedar shakes just like the present  one.  Every effort will be 
made to maintain the rustic charm of the original, but without the dilapidation. 
 Financially, my project will be a bargain for box holders.  If each box holder were to buy his or 
her own new mailbox, along with a 4x4 post and concrete to hold it up, it would cost  around $30 per box, 
not including paint, box numbers, or labor costs.  On the other hand, if this same box holder were to 
philsophically and financially support my project, it would cost nearly half that, which is exactly why I 
am writing this letter. If each mailbox holder contributes between $15 and $20, I will be able to build an 
entire new structure, a separate box for large packages, a small kiosk for fliers, and provide all box 
holders with new, matching white mailboxes with proper 9-1-1 certified addresses. All donations (payable 
to the Troop 530 Eagle Fund) are tax deductible to the extent of federal laws, and any remaining monies 
will be set aside for the upkeep of the structure.  
 The Nelson town selectmen and the East Sullivan postmistress strongly endorse and support this 
project, and I hope that I can count on your support as well.  For more information, call me at 847-9019, 
or see me at the Nelson town meeting, where I will have a small display, and will answer any questions 
you may have; I would also appreciate any suggestions.  Please help me in my efforts to enhance the 
appearace of our village common, while preserving the uniqueness of Nelson. 
 
 Sincerely,  
  
 
  
 Christopher Giacomo, Life Scout 
 Troop 530 
 
Letters may be addressed to : Checks may be made payable to: 
Chris Giacomo, HCR 33 Box 638 Troop 530 Eagle Fund 
Nelson, NH, 03457 


