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Jess Hutchins

The Story of the Old Library
~ Lynn Francis
The original Olivia Rodham Memorial
Library was the inspiration of Mary
Edwards Elliot, my maternal greatgrandmother. She convinced
Henry Melville to donate the
small parcel of land, arranged for
architect Alexander F. Law (my
grandfather) to design the
building, and it was she who raised
the funds to pay for its construction.
In 1924, it was dedicated in memory
Olivia Rodham
of her good friend and summertime
neighbor, Olivia Rodham, a botanist
and teacher at Swarthmore College.
The charming
building was a
library until the
present day library
was built (1997). The
Old Library was
then used for a time
as an art and gallery
cooperative; my
mother, Mamie
Francis, was a member of this co-op. But the Old Library also
stood empty for long periods. The building proved difficult for
the Town to use as it was not designed with ADA requirements
in mind and retrofitting it would be both expensive and
destructive to the architectural integrity.
My father, Wally Francis, and I took over ownership of the
building from the town in 2007, with the intent of saving it
from being torn down, resolving to maintain it and use it for
civic functions benefiting Nelson. We had the chimney
repointed, mitigated the moisture build-up in the basement,
painted the interior and exterior, and re-installed the original
light fixtures, which had been miraculously kept safely tucked
away in a hayloft. Nelson residents might well remember my
father cutting the grass of the sloped lawn with a weedwhacker. We invited organizations to use the Old Library as a
meeting space, had guest speakers give presentations on land
conservation and forestry, and hosted Old Home Day exhibits.
To further secure the future of the building, a small number of
Nelson residents – Sandy Mackenzie, Sally Coughlin, Wendy
Klemperer, Bud and Kelly French – joined us in forming a
Board of Trustees, to create a set of by-laws and apply for NH
nonprofit status, which we were granted in 2016. In 2019, my
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Woman of Many Muses
She was born with songs in her
heart and in her head.
“You can’t sing” – she was told.
Ha! Of course she could.
It was in her soul code.
That’s a term she uses often when describing her life of
nearly four decades, a life full of creative adventures.
Jess lives next door to the house she was brought up in –
one of many Nelson “kids” of her generation who have
decided to either stay or come back. She saw lots of
creativity around her in her family, particularly her dad,
“Junior” Hutchins, a woodworker. He also has a strong
appreciation for music, and can render an enthusiastic
version of “House of the Rising Sun.” While Jess was
growing up, the popular songs of the 1980’s and 90’s were
always playing.
She loved the Nelson Elementary School for the daily
experience of learning and discovering new things (a
passion which remains). She particularly remembers
Melinda Belden as an influential teacher.
Jess became good friends with Jessamyn Iselin, spending
hours at her home, which held many contrasts to her own –
an early awareness that people could have different ways of
living. She found an emphasis on alternative energy and
environmental concerns from Jessamyn’s dad, Michael, and
got to hear the wonderful guitar and singing from
Jessamyn’s mom, Alouette. She learned about making
pancakes or waffles from scratch. Alouette says, now, that
she didn’t really know what the girls (the “Jessies”) were
doing, except that they appeared to have fun and probably
managed to avoid getting into too much trouble.
One of their activities involved the “Write your own story
books” from the American Girl doll collections. She recalls
staging photographs involving various scenarios, including
horses (which were on the scene at the Iselins). This was a
portent of things to come.
Jessamyn died suddenly in 2002, just before she would
have graduated from high school. This was a shock to our
community, and though many years have passed, Jessamyn
remains a formative influence for Jess; she remembers
Jessamyn as a spiritual and enlightened girl.
continued page 4

Granite Lake to Nelson
~ Wendy Wollaeger
When the days get shorter, the bugs begin to disappear, and
the temperatures cool, as a family we like to head into the
woods. We pack our snacks and water and head out on the
gravel road. The dogs often are more excited than the
teenagers but once the feet get moving we are off. The chatter
starts about days spent in the water, the friends they miss from
school, and plans for the coming year. Dreams of the future are
shared, laughter echoing off the trees. Wind carries wishes into
the blue sky: a simple request for s'mores around the fire, or
questions of “will I get to bring my kids here someday?” If
you live on Granite Lake, the gravel road between the church
and the small bridge is the place to meet your neighbors, catch
up on the latest news, and meet visitors.
But today we will be taking
a back road that connects
to the Monadnock Sunapee
Greenway trail. The
Greenway trail is 48 miles
peak to peak between
Mount Monadnock and
Mount Sunapee. The total
trail can be completed over
4 to 5 days, or over a
season in shorter segments.
Our goal is less ambitious.
From North Shore Road a
smaller road runs behind
an old camp. Once we have
made it to the top of a hill
there are two options: one
Watching minnows below the bog bridge toward Sunapee, the other
toward Monadnock. The
first is to hike up the hill
another two miles to Crider Shelter. The shelter is in Stoddard
and was the first shelter built on the Greenway, in 1998. The
three-sided model has been used for all the shelters on the
Greenway. There is also a private pit toilet with a pretty view
of the woods.
The other option (our choice this day) is to head west and
follow the trail approximately three miles into Nelson Village.
The trail descends toward Nye Road where we will follow a
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stream leading to the cement culvert that allows hikers to
safely pass under Route 9. Once on the other side, the trail
leads uphill toward a stream that can be crossed on large
granite stones. The summits of Felt and Tolman Hill may be
visible depending on the time of year. There is a bog bridge
to aid in crossing. Remaining on the path you will see old
rock walls, hardwood trees, and a small brook running
through a rock slab culvert.

Library Update

The Old Library - from page 1

The Olivia Rodham Memorial Library continues nimble
engagement to serve the community effectively in the face of
Covid restrictions. Current hours are:

father and I
transferred
ownership of the
building to this
nonprofit. Others
have since joined the
Board, which has
been active in
promoting the arts as
well as land
conservation in
Nelson. We were
deeply touched by the outpouring of support from the
community when we created the Wally Francis Memorial
Fund in 2019. It is my hope the Old Library continues on as a
vibrant community meeting place in the heart of Nelson.

Monday and Thursday
Tuesday and Saturday
Wednesday

1-6
10 - noon
3-6

Masks are required in the Library and in all Town buildings.
You are encouraged to check the Library website:
nelsonlibrary.org
Or call 603-847-3214 for any updates prior to visiting.
The website will also give you information about various
activities including Virtual Story Time, Zoom programs
(networked with various programs throughout the state),
and other library services.

______________________________________________________
The trail continues past a large beaver pond, a great place to
look for fish, flowers, and berries. Continuing toward Nelson
village, rock walls and old hardwoods continue to line the
trail. The trail is an easy mix of ups and downs with the final
descent leading to Log Cabin Road. Continuing on that road,
you arrive in the Village.
The monument for the 16
Nelson soldiers who died
during the Civil War
marks the end of the trail
for this day. Resting on
the lawn of the Nelson
Congregational Church,
we will enjoy a snack,
share our water with the
dogs, and rest our tired
feet before the return trip.
The trail is also accessible
from a parking area on
Route 9.

_____________________________________________________

One man’s junk is another man’s stuff.
Free stuff, stuff for sale, stuff you want to get rid of or sell,
plus services, help wanted, real estate.

The Nelson In Common Bulletin Board

This post card, from 1956, is one of many images that you
can find on the Nelson History website.

bb.nelsonincommon.org

____________________________________________

nelsonhistory.org
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Jess Hutchins - from page 1
By the time of
Jessamyn’s passing,
Jess had embarked on
a different trajectory.
Learning was still
important, but school
was not. She dropped
out of 10th grade, and
spent several years
working various jobs.
Jess and Jessamyn
At 17 she met her
current partner, Mark
Grover, who taught her how to play guitar, which helped
address her frustration at feeling that she didn’t have a
creative outlet.
By the time she was 22 she was motivated to get her GED,
and then enrolled at Keene State College. She started with a
major in biology but then realized that what she really
wanted to do was write, so she switched to English.
Graduating in 2009, she spent five years working at NGM
insurance, about which she says, “Those were not my most
creative years.”
In 2014 her daughter Jayna was born, which found her
happily at home full time for a couple of years.
What hadn’t changed for Jess – the manifestations of her
soul code – was her passion for learning, for having new
experiences seeking to fulfill her creative drive (as well as
patch together a livelihood from diverse means).
One year she got some
beads to make a
birthday present for
her sister. That started
her on the path of
making jewelry,
something that has
become a viable
business (selling
mostly on Etsy). And
while she had always taken photos, the need to photograph
her work led her to advancing her photography skills
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Scouting for Food

significantly. Like many people getting into photography, she
first made herself available for weddings, family portraits
and such, but more recently this has evolved to putting
together artistic portraits of women, designed to capture
their creative essence. She joyfully describes spending an
hour or two talking to her clients, getting to know them, and
perhaps pulling out some things they were not even aware
of, before the first click of the camera. As she puts it: “I don’t
want to talk about their copper earrings – I want to talk
about what they’re doing with their life!”
And though she has
always thought of
herself as a singer
and a songwriter,
her natural shyness
kept her from
sharing this in a
significant way until
recently, thanks in
part to Geoff
Williams. Another
kid raised in Nelson
who is still here,
Geoff plays in a
band with Jess’s
partner Mark. She
has actually known
Geoff since
childhood – he was
the best friend of
Jessamyn’s brother
With Geoff Williams
Owen – but they
really weren’t well
acquainted until he came in to add some harmonies to one of
her songs. Geoff’s own passion for anything musical was
infectious, and it gave her the inspiration and confidence to
move forward in a more public way.
Jess had a couple of performances at events in Keene this fall
(accompanied by Geoff and Mark), and some nice video is
emerging on YouTube. It’s often hard to put genre labels on
new original songs, but she cites her influences as blues, folk,
and country. Looking back over time to prominent musicians
who have inspired her, she names Tracy Chapman, Lauren

Cub Scout Pack 530 and Scouts BSA Troop 530 spent some
time outside Hannaford on Saturday, November 6, collecting
donations. Generous shoppers provided 140 bags full of
groceries which the Scouts will provide to local food pantries.
If you’ve got Scout-aged kids and want to know about the
Scout program, contact Elaine Giacomo,
elainegiacomo@yahoo.com.
______________________________________________________

Geoff, Jess and Mark at the Artisan Market
at Railroad Square in Keene.
Hill, and Gillian Welch, and she has a solid memory of an
amazing concert that Joan Baez brought to Keene’s Colonial
Theater.
Talking with Jess, one gets the feeling that there’s still a lot
more in store. She notes that she has an entrepreneurial
spirit – in part to put into action her creative impulses, but
also, she admits, to avoid working for someone else.
She is a highly motivated free spirit. We are excited for
whatever the future may bring for her (and us, her friends
and neighbors).

Transitioning
_____________________________________________________

~ Gordon Peery
This might be the only use of the word “Express” in Nelson!
jesshutchinsmusic.com
hutchinsstudio.com
jessphotographyne.com
jessrhutchins.com

The BFX is your email notification of news, new articles, and
more, updated every Wednesday morning at 5:30. Sign up at
nelsonincommon.org.
The Black Fly Quarterly is published by Nelson In Common, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Board of Directors: Gordon Peery, President; Dave Birchenough,
Treasurer ; Candyce Fulford, Secretary; Rick Church, Maury Collins, Susan
Hansel, Karen Hersey, Ethan McBrien, Jen Pepin, Emily Tucker

Get Involved! Ideas, articles, poetry, music, photos.
Contact: editor@nelsonincommon.org
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Culinary Curiosities from
The Nelson Cookbook

~ Gleaned by Susan Peery

With the winter holidays upon us, it is time
to flip through cookbooks and magazines for
new ideas, dig out old favorite recipes, and
plan a feast or two. In 1953, Parke Hardy
Struthers, author of the Nelson history,
published The Nelson Cookbook, a compilation
of recipes and lore he had collected over the
years. It has some recipes dating to the early
days of settlement, and many from the 1920s
and the Depression, when the town’s
population and fortunes were at a nadir. Few would be
described as sumptuous.
Still, you get a sense from reading it that Nelson’s spirit of
resourcefulness was strong, and cooks were adept at using a
limited range of ingredients and cooking equipment to feed
their families. Many ingredients, especially vegetables, were
boiled for a long time, until they basically congealed into
“pudding.”
The first recipe that got my attention is this one, dated 1830.
Roast Woodchuck (1830)
Remove the glands on the inner side of the forelegs. Soak meat
of chuck for one hour in cold water containing ½ cup vinegar
and one teaspoonful baking soda. Parboil whole, stuff and
bake. Another method is to disjoint meat, salt and pepper, roll
in flour, brown in hot fat, and simmer in Dutch oven until
tender.
Squeamishness Alert: If you gag at the thought of eating certain
foods, do not read the following paragraph, but go straight on to
Mock Sausage.
Parke Struthers added
his own side note to the
Roast Woodchuck recipe:
“Did you ever eat
porcupine livers?” This
was the question put to
me by a summer visitor.
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“No, I don’t think I ever have,” was my reply. “Well, you
should try some, they are delicious, especially with those
tapioca-like lumps scattered all through the liver.” I did not
disillusion the lady by explaining that the white lumps
were the encysted state of the porcupine hookworm.
I’ve known recipes for mock apple pie (using Ritz crackers), mock
cherry pie (cranberries), and mock turtle soup (ground beef), but
never mock sausage.
Mock Sausage (1925)
1 cup cold baked beans
1 cup bread crumbs
2 teaspoons Bell’s seasoning
1 onion finely cut
1 egg
salt to taste
Make into patties and fry.
The staple of many a potluck supper, potato salad only has one
entry in the cookbook. There are five Salad Dressing recipes, each
a variation on a boiled dressing that could be thinned with milk
or cream. The author of this recipe, Hazel K. Rowe, offered her
mother’s versions.
Mother’s Potato Salad (1900)
Chop potatoes (presumably cooked –Ed.) and onions in
bowl until fine. Add hardboiled eggs and chop again. Use
enough salad dressing to give consistency of dough. Too
much dressing makes it pasty.
Mother’s Salad Dressing (1900)
1 egg
1 tablespoon dry mustard
2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons flour
1 teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper
¼ teaspoon black pepper
Mix together. Add 1 cup vinegar and cook in
double boiler until thick. Add good-sized
piece of butter. Thin down with top milk,
cream, or evaporated milk.

Next I found a recipe to use at the end of the winter, when the
vegetables stored in the root cellar are starting to sprout.
Turnip Tops (1835)
Turnip tops are the shoots which grow out (in the spring) of the
old turnip roots. Put them in water an hour before they are to
be dressed; plenty of water will prevent them from tasting
bitter. Add salt and boil 20 minutes.
The book has a couple of recipes that call for “Keene crackers.” These
were probably large (6” square) crackers made in Keene by Gurnsey
Brothers. Does anyone know more? This recipe is credited to
Charlotte Kittredge Stone, Rose Hardy Barker, and Grace Barker
Rawson, all relatives in some way of our own Priscilla Walter.
Thanksgiving Pudding (1880)
1 quart sweet milk
1-1/2 Keene crackers
salt to taste
1 egg
Piece of butter
3 tablespoons sugar
Add “raisons,” cinnamon, and
nutmeg. Bake 2 hours.
The last recipe in the book is called Hidden Salad, which is more of a
pickle relish that is canned in glass jars. It is credited to Mabel
Osgood Curtis.
Hidden Salad (1930)
4 quarts green tomatoes
2 quarts cabbage
1 quart green sweet peppers
Chop vegetables and squeeze out juice.
Add:
2 ounces mustard seed
1 ounce turmeric powder
4 pounds sugar
1 quart vinegar
3 tablespoons salt
Boil all together for 20 minutes and seal hot.
You can find this book in the Nelson library, or possibly your neighbor has a
copy. Ours came from Lindy Black, daughter of Parke Struthers. It is a
delightful glimpse of an era that valued both frugality and hospitality,
embodied in this quotation: “It is not the quantity of the meat, but the
cheerfulness of the guests, which makes the feast.” Happy Thanksgiving!

Be a Supporter!
Nelson In Common is an all-volunteer non-profit
celebrating the Nelson and Munsonville communities.
Bringing you . . .
•

Weekly updates at nelsonincommon.org,
with email notification through The Black Fly Express.

•

The Black Fly Quarterly.

•

The Nelson Trails Committee.

•

Facilitating projects like the Nelson Phone Directory
(copies still available at the Town Office and Library).

These efforts (and more) are made possible by support
from the community - that’s you!
We hope you’ll consider making a tax deductible
donation to Nelson In Common.
You may send checks payable to:

Nelson In Common
409 Old Stoddard Rd.
Nelson, NH 03457

Or go to nelsonincommon.org, where you’ll easily spot
our donate button. You can make a one-time payment
through PayPal, or you can also elect to make an
automatic monthly donation, which is very cool – like
having a subscription!

You can also specifically underwrite the cost (printing
and postage) of this newsletter by being an issue sponsor
($400). Donors have the choice of being recognized or
remaining anonymous. We thank the three anonymous
donors who have sponsored issues so far.
Contact editor@nelsonincommon.org
We all know that Nelson is built on solid ground (except
in mud season). Let’s keep Nelson In Common on solid
ground as well. Thank you for your consideration.
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